
Suggested Workshop Materials – Plein Air Workshop 

Bring whatever materials and paints you feel comfortable with today.  My hope is that you will learn to 

use these more effectively, gaining tips on new colors, methods, and compositional planning that will 

reinforce and enhance your existing “toolkit.”  I love color, and I never shy away from trying new things, 

as you will see in my palette colors list.  There are good basics, however, which you should bring, 

regardless of manufacturer.  If you have these already, you will be fine:  

• A cool and a warm yellow (call me if you need help with this) 

• a transparent rusty color, I use transparent earth oxide 

• ultramarine blue 

• cerulean blue (can be a hue) 

• sap green 

• emerald green 

• quinacridone rose 

• cadmium red medium or something similar (bright red) 

• black 

• large tube of white, your choice 

• odorless paint thinner  

Other materials to bring: 

• odorless paint thinner (Turpenoid or Gamsol are good brands) 

• brushes you use today (see below for suggestions) 

• a wide brimmed hat 

• sunscreen 

• bug spray or the like 

• baby wipes and/or makeup remover wipes (the Neutrogena brand is great) 

• roll of paper towels 

• a roll of duct tape 

• palette mixing knife, and an extra with a pointed tip if you have it 

• canvas panels in various sizes (make sure you bring at least 1 6x8 size), any brand 

• easel, palette (if separate from easel), and shade umbrella if you have one 

• an old pair of large, strong socks (i.e. tube socks) (yes, I said socks…lol) 

• grocery store plastic bags (something for your trash) 

• dress in layers – I usually dress in drab colored clothing, which won’t reflect on the canvas, and I 

always have something warm to throw on if the weather turns. 

Brushes:  You will want to be sure you have a variety of brushes, but you don’t need many. I would 

make sure you have the following - #2 round, #4 round, a large round (8 or 10), #6 bright or flat, #10 or 

#12 bright or flat.  For those looking for decent, cheap brush packs, AC Moore sells Royal & Lagnickel 

packs of bristle brushes (look for tan handles) for oils and they hold up well and run around $10-$15 a 

pack for a nice brush selection.  I use them personally and mix in nicer brushes. I personally love a good 

Princeton bristle brush. 

 



 

I always hesitate in listing my current palette of paints that I may turn to on any given day, as I do not 

want folks to feel they need to purchase a whole bunch of colors. That said, here is a list of paints I have 

in my arsenal, along with the manufacturer. Know that I do not always use all of them, nor carry them all 

into the field. They are just more golf clubs in the bag to choose from. And sometimes there is just that 

one color you have trouble mixing – no harm in buying a tube. I do work with a limited palette from time 

to time. We can discuss this during the workshop. 

While not required, I RECOMMEND seeking out the ones that I have HIGHLIGHTED for the class as I 

will be incorporating them.   

Grumbacher colors 
Cerulean Blue  
French Ultramarine blue  
Ultramarine Violet 
Cobalt Turquoise  
 
Rembrandt 
Raw Umber  
Sap Green  
Yellow Ochre Light 
Permanent Yellow Light (warm) 
Permanent Red Medium  
Naples Yellow Red  
Payne’s Grey  
Quinacridone Rose  
Ivory Black  
Titanium White 
 
Gamblin 
Emerald  
Pthalo Emerald (green/yellow shade)  
Radiant Lemon (cool)  
Radiant Blue  
Transparent Earth Oxide  
Manganese Blue Hue 
Dioxazine Purple 
 
Windsor & Newton 
Flesh Tint 
 
Winton 
Soft Mixing White (a great performing, lesser expensive white) 
 
Williamsburg Handmade Oils 
Naples Italian Yellow (if you can only buy one, buy this one) 


